RESEARCH PROGRAMME
Under the MIDE initiative’s Research Programme, three major research projects are being pursued (more below):

· Study of history educators (first results to be shared in May 2010 during Symposium, report launch in winter 2010)

· Mixed villages study (report launch early 2011)

· Representations of history study (first wave results available in May 2010)

In addition, the Research Programme will provide support to emerging scholars (Research Associates) to conduct short-term, specific research projects on aspects of history education in Cyprus. Priority will be given to topics that support the AHDR’s current aims and outputs. Potential topics include:

· Research in children’s and adolescents’ historical thinking 

· Research in teachers’ historical thinking and teaching practices 

· Action research in implementing new approaches in history teaching 

· Policy analysis of the ways in which the educational systems in Cyprus approach history education

· Analysis of media coverage of history and history education issues in both communities (using the articles collected by AHDR’s interns from 2004, 2008, and 2009 newspapers)

· Comparative analysis of textbooks

· Historiography

· Research on shared spaces and their dissolution, entailing in-depth ethnographic research into specific case study areas (such as bazaars, villages, religious sites) that detail the nature of how these spaces were shared and then became contested

Study of history educators
The Study of history educators aims at understanding the field of history teaching as well as the needs of and issues faced by Greek Cypriot and Turkish Cypriot history educators employed in public primary and secondary educational institutions. 

The Study of history educators comprises a quantitative questionnaire survey covering a representative sample of Greek Cypriot and Turkish Cypriot educators in government primary and secondary educational institutions (n=519). The research addresses 5 main issues: 1) history educators’ perceptions of the curriculum, the textbooks and of teaching practices; 2) intergroup relations (contact with members of the other group, perceptions, stereotypes etc); 3) epistemological beliefs about history; 4) representations concerning the history of Cyprus and, 5) training of history educators and their opportunities for further professional development. The interplay between history educators’ classroom practices, their intergroup relations, their epistemological beliefs about history and their representations concerning the history of Cyprus which the results of this research will potentially unravel will be of great interest.

The research will permit us to establish links between the five areas, providing an insight into the possible causal or mediatory relationships between them. 
Results will also inform us as to the perceptions of history teachers concerning the existing history curriculum and of the textbooks used. Comparisons between the educational systems in the North and South of Cyprus and between teachers’ perceptions of the respective educational systems can also be made. Information gathered concerning the training of history teachers will also permit a comparison between the two educational systems and to the professional qualifications of history educators. The data collected on opportunities for further professional development will identify the status of current opportunities for training and unmet needs. 

Stakeholders, such as teacher trade unions, and educational authorities will be informed about the findings and the recommendations that ensue from the research. AHDR can use the findings as the basis for developing educational material for history teachers and teacher training workshops, targeted to factors which the research will potentially identify as causally linked to others. 
Mixed Villages Study
The mixed villages study aims at investigating the representations of history in formerly mixed villages (i.e. which included both Greek Cypriots and Turkish Cypriots) as well as the degree and quality of past and present contact between members of the two communities.

The study comprises a quantitative questionnaire survey of a total of 2400 Greek Cypriot and Turkish Cypriot inhabitants of 80 formerly mixed villages who lived in the villages either between the years 1955 to 1964 or between the years 1955 to 1974. Fifteen (n=30) people are to be interviewed face to face from each of the formerly mixed villages. 

The implications arising from the results of this study are significant as no such research as ever been undertaken in Cyprus. From a theoretical standpoint they will provide an insight into the representations of history held by former inhabitants of mixed villages in Cyprus and potentially, a causal pathway will be established between these representations and the degree and quality of contact with members of the other community. In other words, we will potentially be able to empirically show that having quality contact with members of the “other” community reduces prejudice and intergroup bias and also that it has a significant effect on the representations held. 

Results of the research will also provide some of the first quantitative evidence into the life of people in mixed villages. From the results we will be able to know details such as for example, the patterns of housing in the villages (e.g. were the people living in segregated neighborhoods or in mixed), power balances (e.g. what community had most economic and political power) and details of daily life (e.g. what jobs people did, whether GC and TC people visited each other in their houses, whether they attended each other’s weddings etc). Such rich information into the daily life of people in mixed villages has never been collected before, especially with such a large sample (N=2400). Such detailed mapping of life in mixed villages will potentially enable us to identify other alternative factors which led to more (or less) prejudice and consequently, to conflict.

Results can be used to inform stakeholders as to the factors which promote peaceful co-existence (e.g. such as interdependence for survival between the two communities) and respectively to the factors which may promote conflict (e.g. these could be economic imbalances between the two communities). Identifying these factors and supporting them with empirical evidence is vital for a successful process of reconciliation and future co-existence. Results and recommendations deriving from the research will be shared with various stakeholders.

Results can also be used to inform the general public of life in formerly mixed villages. Exhibitions can be organized, booklets published or an interactive on-line map can be created to show details of daily life in mixed villages. Such exhibitions or booklets can be tailor-made for students or people of younger ages who on the whole have no knowledge of a time when GCs and TCs used to live together in the same village. Providing the general public (including young people) the opportunity to glance at what life together used to be like, is an important step to them imaging and potentially accepting life together in the future. An important aspect here will be to provide a balanced representation of villages in which life was peaceful and villages in which life was characterized by conflict. In such a way it will be possible to point-out and explain the reasons which led to conflict and the reasons which promoted peaceful coexistence so that the public can critically think of these issues.

Representations of History and Inter-group Relations in Cyprus

The aim of this project is to map the representational field of history in Cyprus with specific emphasis on controversial themes. In particular, the research aims at investigating the relation between different positions in the representational field in Cyprus on history and contact, attitudes towards the “other”, identity, threats, intergroup trust, political affiliation, religious identification and identification with European identity. 
The project comprises two main sections: a qualitative oral history accounts collection study and a quantitative longitudinal questionnaire survey. The qualitative study comprises of 30 face-to-face interviews with participants from 4 villages: 2 in the North (one formerly mixed, one Turkish Cypriot) and 2 in the South (one formerly mixed, one Greek Cypriot). The quantitative longitudinal survey is aimed at the general voter population in the Greek Cypriot and Turkish Cypriot community with starting sample of 2000. The survey will be conducted in three waves 6-8 months apart via face-to-face questionnaire administration. 

The implications arising from the results of the study are significant. Primarily, from a theoretical point of view, there is a lack of social science research that explores the links between the representations of the history of Cyprus with the quality of intergroup relations between Greek Cypriots and Turkish Cypriots. It would be of great theoretical importance to demonstrate empirically that the social construction of recent historical events acts as an organizing principle of intergroup relations between Greek Cypriots and Turkish Cypriots. Therefore, in other words, what we expect to shown is that the way in which people construct their representations of past controversial events in Cyprus influences the degree to which they view, trust, forgive, blame or are willing to have contact with members of the other community. Seeing that the quantitative research is longitudinal, it will be possible to explore causality through causal models through which we aim to demonstrate that quality contact and certain representations of history causally lead to the reduction of prejudice. On the other hand, the qualitative section of the research will enrich and complement the quantitative section providing interview data from 4 villages as case studies.

The results of this research can be used to provide stakeholders with evidence-based indications as to the factors which empirically cause an increase or decrease in levels of prejudice between members of the two communities in Cyprus. Identifying the representations of history which are causally linked with increased prejudice may form the first step in drafting measures to alter such representations. The large sample of the research will also permit comparative statistics from between different population sub-groups, e.g. TCs/GCs, men/women, youth/elderly, rural/urban, etc. Therefore, we will be able to identify, for example, whether young people have more or less prejudice than older people and whether this difference in prejudice is caused by a difference in the way their perceive history. Thus such findings will be extremely useful in supporting and justifying attempts to challenge existing views or representations of history which can be counter-productive to the peace process. 

In terms of distributing these findings to appropriate audiences, evidence-based recommendations in the form of a report can be made to stakeholders and policy makers as to the importance of history and intergroup contact in promoting and ensuring lasting peace. Further, based on these findings it will be possible for the AHDR itself to design appropriate materials (e.g. booklets, workshops etc) for the general public and/or teachers specifically tailored to challenge the key representations of history which the research will identify as causally linked to increased prejudice. This will undoubtedly make such attempts even more successful as their aims and topics will be designed based on empirical evidence. 
