Policy Dialogue
AHDR believes that the current educational systems across the divide would greatly 

benefit from integrating multiperspectivity into its aims, policies and and practices. Our History Education Reform Proposal, published in December 2008, lays out the main directions that should be taken to cultivate historical thinking and understanding in the educational system. AHDR’s Proposal was developed in response to the current state of history education curricula across the divide which seeks primarily to promote national identity and pride. AHDR argues for history education that aspires to transform students’ understanding of the world through the teaching of how to study the past and think historically.
In order to promote students’ historical thinking and understanding, a complete reform on history education in Cyprus, informed by educational research, is needed. This reform should be based on the understanding that history education is primarily about developing concepts and dispositions that are intrinsic to the discipline of history.  The need for new curricula and textbooks is urgent.  Initial and in-service teacher training in history education and the support of their everyday practice is also an essential element towards reform.
The findings produced under the Research Programme will also allow for greater understanding regarding the needs of history educators and the linkages between representations of history to important aspects of inter-communal relations. Recommendations deriving from the findings will be shared with policymakers from across the divide: teacher trade unions, party officials, and educational authorities. Informing the general public about concepts and means to achieve multiperspectivity in the educational system will be achieved through presenting articles in the media.
